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604 Lafayette Avenue, Story City, Iowa 
515.733.4972 

 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 
 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany                         January 28, 2018 

We Prepare to Worship God 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn    “We Have Come to Join in Worship”    No. 207 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements 

Installation of New Council Members 

Who’s Got the Bag?                                            Tim Oelschlager 

Children’s Message 

Hymn                   “What a Mighty God We Serve”            No. 672 
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Deuteronomy 8:6-18 
 

Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in 
obedience to him and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is 
bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and 
deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; 8 a land with 
wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and 
honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack 
nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper 
out of the hills. 
 
10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your 
God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do 
not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his 
laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, 
when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and 
settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and 
your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then 
your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He 
led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and 
waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He 
brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in 
the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to 
humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 



17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my 
hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the 
LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 
ancestors, as it is today. 

 

Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 
 

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to 
catch him in his words. 14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, 
we know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by 
others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you 
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay 
the imperial tax to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay or shouldn’t 
we?” 
But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” 
he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They 
brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And 
whose inscription?” 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.” 
And they were amazed at him. 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                                                                    

Offertory                          “We Are An Offering”                No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                 
Senior Choir Anthem   “Come Now and Follow Me”   Price/Besig 

Sermon                                “Give to Caesar…”          Pastor Kurt 

   Hymn                                 “Jesus Calls Us”                     No. 592  
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

Closing Hymn      “God of Grace and God of Glory”         No. 435 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to visitors! Welcome, one and all! Faith, hope and love 
are gifts of God. May you find them here. 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 209 
 
Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 
8:30 A.M. Sunday Adult Education: Gospel of John Bible Study 
(Chapel). Bring your Bibles! “Learning from the Hymns” Adult 
Education will resume February 18. 
 
My Bible Faith Stepping Stone for 2nd & 3rd graders and their 
parents is held in the Social Hall starting at 8:20 A.M. on Sunday 
mornings through February 11.   
 
Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 
 
All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 
 
Please pick up your copy of the Annual Report after worship 
today. They are available in the narthex. 
 
Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride! We will try to honor last minute 
requests.  

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson           Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple 

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Merlin & Clara Wendt, John & Patty Rathmacher, Chris 

and Adam McIlrath                       Candlelighter: Logan Ihle 

Greeters: Larry & Donna Kallem  Reader: Larry Kallem    



Today we install our new Church Officers, Committee, and 
Board Members. We ask the congregation to keep these 
congregational leaders in their prayers as they lead and guide 
others at Immanuel. Installed today are: 
 

Church Council 
President: Steve Olson 
Vice President: Frank Baedke 
Secretary: Brad Skaar 
Treasurer: Dennis Bauman 
 

Deacons 
Shirley Frette 
Mary Ruppel 
 

Board of Education 
Lisa McIlrath 
Ashlee Mullenbach 
 

Trustees 
Edgar Christian 
 

Endowment Committee 
Joel Gabrielson 
 

2018 Nominating Committee 
Jaynee Christian 
Marian Olive 
Amy Rathmacher 
Merlin Wendt 
Lars Skaar 
 
 
Members of the Immanuel Transition Team and the Church 
Council will hold a forum next Sunday, February 4, to give all 
members the opportunity to ask questions and discuss the Pastor 
Job Descriptions handout presented by the Council at the Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, January 21. Extra copies of these will be 
made available. This forum will be held in the sanctuary, 
immediately after worship service, and will include short 
presentations followed by open discussion time. Upon completion 
of this forum, members will then adjourn to the Social Hall for 
Immanuel’s monthly First Sunday Potluck. All are invited! 

You are invited to bring a dish to share for our First Sunday of the 
Month Congregational Potluck on Sunday, February 4! We’ll meet 
in the Social Hall after worship. Drinks and tableware provided. 
Don’t miss out on the food and fellowship! 
 
The Immanuel CORE members are asked to attend a short 
meeting after worship service on Sunday, February 18, in the 
Cornerstone Room. Items for discussion and decision include the 
future landscaping project east of the Chapel, future fundraising 
projects, and possibility of additional CORE and/or ALPHA 
sessions. And, even if you have not participated in a CORE or 
ALPHA session in the past, all Immanuel members, friends and 
guests are invited to attend this brief meeting/discussion on the 
18th. If you have any questions, please contact Mary or Joel 
Danielson. 
 
If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 
Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Philippians 2:3-4 
Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests 

but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

 

New Custodian Needed 

Beginning on the 5th of February, my 16 year-long journey 
working for Immanuel will come to a close. I have resigned as 
your custodian in order to pursue a full-time position at the 
Lifetime Fitness Center here in Story City. I would like to thank 
the congregation for the opportunity to serve for so many years 
in this role and to Pastor Kurt and the staff for the support and 
encouragement they have provided. Although I will miss the 
people that I work with and the flexibility that this job has so 
graciously allowed me, I'm excited to begin a new chapter! 

With sincere thanks, Shelly Nibe 

 



Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
We are excited to invite you to participate in several upcoming 

youth activities. If you are interested in participating in any of 

these, please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 

 

Summer 2018 Youth Events 
 

Riverside Bible Camp’s High School week is July 22-27.  

They have a great week planned; check it out at 

www.riversidelbc.org/youth-camp (click on Sr High). 

 

Called 2 Follow, the LCMC National Youth Event,  

will be in Des Moines this summer!  

http://www.lcmc.net/youth-gathering 

July 17-20, 2018, Grand View University, Des Moines. 
 

 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events 

or other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Rod Bunn: rbunn1967@gmail.com; 515-290-1150 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Tammy Nicholson: tknicholson89@gmail.com; 515-291-0034 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 28-February 4, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, January 28—Consecration Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:20 A.M.   My Bible FSS (Social Hall) 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 

Tuesday, January 30 
9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
10:00 A.M. Newsletter Folding (Workroom) 

 

Wednesday, January 31 
6:30 P.M.   Pizza for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M.   Trinity & Confirmation Classes 

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 
Friday, February 2 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
 

Saturday, February 3 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel 
       9:00 A.M.   Social Hall & Kitchen reserved 
 

Sunday, February 4—Scout Sunday/Communion 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:20 A.M.   My Bible FSS (Social Hall) 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Immanuel Staffing Forum (Sanctuary), then   
                         Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 
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